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	Program Information
	[LESSON TITLE]

The Stories of History – Narrative Nonfiction 

	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District

	
	[UNIT TITLE]

	NRS/EFL(s)

2 – 3

	TIME FRAME

150 minutes plus homework assignment


	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.3
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.2.1

S.3.1
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.2.6
R.3.3


	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.4, W.3.3
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.3.8
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	W.2.6
W.3.6
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.2.11
R.2.13


	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Learners will write a non-fiction narrative that recounts a historical event.
· Learners will determine the meaning of vocabulary words in text, applying these to sentences.

· Learners will use information gained from text features to understand the series of events described in the text.

· Learners will identify evidence from the text to support comprehension questions.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Learners will follow a rubric to develop a non-fiction narrative essay.

· Learners will apply vocabulary from the text to practice sentences with 80% accuracy.

· Learners will demonstrate effective use of evidence from features and text to support answers to close reading questions.



	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Learners will be familiar with narrative characteristics

· Learners can identify plot 

· Learners understand characterization

· Learners have been introduced to transition words



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Ask students what historical events interest them?  Many people are fascinated by the sinking of the Titanic because of the stories that have surfaced. Today we are going to read the narrative non-fiction Into the Dark Water and write our own narrative nonfiction.
a. Before reading, ask students to look at Exploring the Features and complete A. Before Reading.
b. Review Vocabulary in Context and have students complete the fill-in-the-blanks independently or with a partner. Review these prior to beginning the text.
2. You should be familiar with narrative writing at this point. Let’s briefly review some key features of narrative writing:

· Tells a story

· Events are sequential 

· Plot 

· Characters

· Figurative language

What we are reading today is narrative non-fiction, which means that the story is based upon a true event and has some factual information.
3. Place students in groups so that there is a mix of reading levels. Have groups read the article together, pausing at the end of each section to discuss what they read and answer the Close-Reading Questions.
4. Model thinking out-loud as you review the close reading questions. Ask each group to answer one question for the class, sharing their thought process for their selection (evidence from text that supports it).
5. Discuss the story as a class and pause to complete during and after reading sections on the Exploring the Features handout. Review these as a class, highlighting how these help readers be more engaged in a text.
6. Ask students to review the Exciting Writing to examine how the author crafts her writing to catch the attention of readers. Students will work in partners to complete these practice pages. Review these with the class.

7. Students will now select an event in history (Historical Topics list provided for suggestions) to write a narrative non-fiction story about. Students will refer to the Writing Workshop for examples and a rubric for their narrative writing. 

8. Students can continue working on their narrative writing at home. A draft is due in the next class.  

9. Conclude class by asking students to answer the following question on a sticky note and post it on the board:
a. Do you believe narrative non-fiction helps readers better understand historical events? Yes/No with at least two bullets supporting your POV.  

	RESOURCES

Tarshis, L., & Scholastic, Inc. (2013). Narrative Nonfiction: Into the Dark Water [PDF file]. Storyworks. Retrieved from http://commoncore.scholastic.com/sites/default/files/STORYWORKS-100113-Nonfiction.pdf
Historical Topics (attached)
Student copies of Writing Workshop
Writing Workshop [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from 1. http://www.phschool.com/atschool/ahon09/pdfs/AHON_WW_unit_9.pdf


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Small reading groups reflecting multiple reading levels
· Guiding questions to think about text
· Vocabulary terms provided along with vocabulary pre-view
· Suggested historical topics


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
· Follow this lesson with a peer-review session of the drafts
· You could use the quiz for another form of assessment 



Historical Topics

*These are suggested topics, but please feel free to select another event and present it to the instructor for approval

· Civil Rights Movement Events

· Attack on Pearl Harbor

· Holocaust

· Vietnam War protests

· Assassination of Abraham Lincoln or John F. Kennedy

· American Revolution Events

·  Civil War Events

· Transatlantic Slave Trade

· Hiroshima

· 9/11 Terror Attacks

· Stock Market Crash

· Great Depression

· Dust Bowl
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